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New York Theatre Diary _ 


The Winner-Playhouse 2/17/54. Playwrights Company presents a new play by El- 
mer Rice about a girl who receives a surprise bequest. Joan Tetzel,Tom Helmore,Fred 
O'Neal are featured in cast directed by author,..Ondine=46th St 2/18/54. Playwrights - 
Company presents Maurice Valency’s adaption of Jean Giraudoux' comic fantasy.Alfred 
Lunt directed cast which stars Audrey Hepburn and Mel Ferrer...Time of Storm-Green~ 
wich Mews- 2/18/54, Greenwich ilews Theatre presents a new play by Sheldon Stark, with 
Jane White, Hilda Haynes, 


Current Theatre Reviews 


The Immoralist-Royale 2/8/54. Two first nighters filed pro reviews of Billy 
Rose's production of Gide's novel as adapted by Ruth and Augustus Goetz. Though all 
okayed the fine acting performances turned in by Geraldine Page , Louis Jordan and 
the rest of the cast directed by Daniel Mann, and all praised Rose for handling a 
difficult subject in the best of taste; only Times and Press critios recommended the 
proceedings, Atkinson,Times, termed it an admirable piece of work,beautifully pro- 
duced and acted, Eaton,Press thought that it emerges as a tense,absorbing drama that 

_ results in a sparkling and mature evening in the theatre. Majority of dissenters 
vetoed show because they personally found it dull ami lacking in emotione Chapman, 
News, frankly was embarrassed by it all. Kerr,Herald Tribune, notes that one of the 

. -reasons for dullness may be that authors kept subject matter and characters at arm's 
length. Sociology students are about the only group Coleman,Mirror,could recomend 

. “play for, It simply is not moving,touching because characters have so little life 
-outside the immediate snare of their persoml tragedy,sums up Hawkins, World Tele- 

| gram & Sune Interesting point is that while Atkinson,Times,filed the only pro not- 
ice, the “report” of the "public paid preview" opening by Shanley,Times, was & oone 


The Girl on the Via Flaminia~ Cirole in Square 2/9/54. 8 almost rave notices 
and 2 con verdicts filed by daily oritios on Circle's production of the Alfred Hayes 
war novel starring Leo Penn and Betty Miller. Jose Quintero, who took over the dir- 
ectin: chores only a few days before the opening, won the top praise for staging 
what looks like the biggest hit the downtown group has yet produced, Watts, Post, 
filed his con because he thought script lacked emotional appeal, while Chapmen, News, 
noted that the part he saw of the olay had some good,some bad acting. A tender and 
illuminating drema given a particularly fine performance,rates Atkinson,Times. Many 
of critics praised Hayes for the apt dramatization of his own novel, Acourate,earthy, 
absorbing,praises Kerr,Herald Tyibune Performed with brillance,adds MeClain, Journal 
American. Movie version of Hayes novel is now playing Broadway as “Aot of Love," 


The Confidential Clerk- Morosco 2/11/54, Majority of aisle-sitters reaommend~ ~~ 
ed. Ted. Hliot’s new comedy, produced by Henry Sherek & Producers' Theatre, as an ent- 
ertaining and stimulating evening of theatre. But Times and Herald Tribune reviewers 
didn't agree. Former was disappointed because of Eliot's ordinary comedy script and 
because all of the acting except Ina Claire's, is pedantic. Latter pointed out play 
id nowhere near as funny as you may have heard. As for the play he tabbed it a del- 
iberate grotesque. Pro side ranged from raves to mild approvel. Chepman,News and 
Coleman Mirror ,headed rave section oheering it as the e&Siest to understand and the 
-best of Eliot's trys. McClain, Journal American,advised fan to go intending to dé 
some mind work, Critios cheered return of Ina Claire to NY stage, and Watts,Post, 
sees that as the main reason for attending, Claude Bains,Douglas Watson also rated 
plaudits from most of critics, Like it or not, all predict it will be talked about, 


Off Broadway 


Stockade closed at President.e. 

No Exit closes at Open Door March 6eec 
Little Eyolf is being presented weekends 
at ProvincetowneeeBull Fight will contin 
ue through Feb 28 at Theatre de Lysee.s 
The Girl on Via Flaminia has had many 
offers to move Uptgya but will continue 
indefinitely at the Circle in Squareéece 
» new musical play by 

om O'Malley presented at Royal,835 E 4. 
eeeOriginals Only long run One Foot to 
Sea closes Feb 28, Paul Word's Haven in 
the Dark opens there March 4. Theatre's 
‘ourrent ead reads " Seating by size of. 
donation." 


The Wise Have Not Spoken, Paul Vin- 
cent Carroll's drama presented by Trio 
productions at Cherry Lane, drew split 
notices from daily drama critics. Times 
and Herald Tribune aisle-men found the 
Irish drema wordy and at times unintell- 
igible. 4 critics ,on the other hand, 
recommended it for the serious theatre 
fan, Watts,Post,found it a dramatic work 
of striking interest,staged well, with 
several good performances, Hawkins, WT&S, 
praised it as splendidly done, deserving 
of a rich,full life, Touching, stimulating 
adds Sheaffer,Eagle, Frank, Women's Wear, 
tabbed it a gripping and honest play. 


Vaudeville 


Benny Meroff heads the new Falace 
show. Also included are Fred & Sally 
Barry, Chocolateers, Canton Brothers,Al 
Gordon, “artin & Florenz, Marcelli & 
Jenis and Satisfiers...New Radio City 
Music Hall stage show will be “Dancing 
Around" with Arlyne Frank, Genia Mell, 
Jayne Horby, Wally Boag and The Ivanovs. 


* Theatre TV Comment ' 


The sponsored WNBC TV programs for 
The Immoralist were viewed by Tuck,Post, 
as a full 15 minute commercial, Critic 
thinks Billy Rose would have been silly 
to have guests on this show who weren't 
friendly to his productions 


‘Theatre Book Comments ' 


‘Wodernism' in Modern Drama" by 
Joseph Viood Krutch(Cornell) is okayed 
by Saroyan,Herald Tribune, as interest- 
ing once the author gets started and 
forgets the argument the printed leo- 
tures started out to prove, 


“Julia Marlowe's Story" by Fair- 
fax Downey( Rinehart) makes sprightly 
reading about a great actress in the 
golden era of American legit recommends 
Downing , Variety. 


" Dramatic Heritage" by Paul Green 
( French) ig a collection of essays 
which taken together state pretty com 
pletely the case for the decentralized 
theatre, notes Krutch,Times, The book, 
the critic urged, should be read by 
everyone connected with regional thea- 
trical activities. 


* Other Off Broadway * 
* Not Yet Reviewed * 


First of 9 Sunday readings with 
casts of Broadway players he at New 
School sponsored by John Heldabrnad 
featured Ezra Pound's The Women of 
Trachis with Eli Wallach,Anne Jackson, 
James Deen and Adeleide Klein and 
Euripides Electra with Maureen Staple- 
ton, Alfred Ryder, Margaret Barker, 
and John Heldabrand., 


Madwoman of Chaillot produced by 
Actors Mobile Theatre, 450 6th Ave, 
with Karen Morley..eeShadow of A Gunman 
produced by Studio 8 40, 115 W 62. 


* Bard as Texts * 


Shakespeare should not be taught 
in schools, Richard Burton told the 
British Drvia ‘oague, "Stage" reports. 
Aotor believes »upils should be encour- 
aged to act and produce the plays,rat- 
her thar study them as school texts, 
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LEGIT FEATHERBEDDING,.eSane of the practices inaugurated by stagehamis and musicians 
for whioh no service is rendered not only add to costs but degrade tke moral 
of the workers themselves,states Times editorial on paper's 2 article@ dy Mur- 
ray Schumuch on “featherbedding" in entertainment unions. Unjustifiable exact- 
ions of this type should be reached through a clearer definition of feather- 
bedding in the Taft-Hartley Law and by similar enactments in the various status, 
the pape r believes. "Drama Desk" meeting Feb 15 will question Sehumuch and 
various NY theatre union leaders on this topic. | 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS..."Al 1 Off Broadway Cast" may be headline in one of next year's 
ads, predicts Herbert Berghof to Sylvester,News...NYC theatre is exciting now 
becaus e American playwrights have got out their shovels and are really mining 
gold, cheers NBC Critio At Large PearsonessYo can 80 get good seats to NYC 
shows, points out Kerr,Herald Tribune. £11 cur-ent shows,he notes, are worth 


seeing. 


ROUGH & RED CRITICS,.eNYC oritics are much to severe, Sir Cedric Hardwicke told 


@ brunch group in Pittsbrugh, 


Variety reports. Actor firmly believes that 


theatregoers are inclined to let oritics influence them too much and insisted 
that a lot of plays would enjoy profitable runs if they went unreviewedsee 
Red Rainbow author Myron Fagan has issued a booklet from California which 
charges that the Broadway press and critics combine to kill every anti-Red 


play through their reviews, 


COLIMN TIPSjsgDanny Kaye may produce a musical with Irving Berlin songs next fall, 
hears KilgallensseBilly Rose plans to spend every nickle of “potential” 
profits to promote The Immoralist,reports Sobol..sLloyd Nolan, Caine Mutiny, 
spends his 75 minutes between stage appearances visiting nearby shows, informs 
Gardner...That "Off Broadway" show which advertises itself as a "hit" seats 


only 299 - 


SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL...Herald Tribune editorial hopes the Shakespeare Festival plan- 
ned for Stratford,Conn proves as successful as other enterprises of this kind, 
Paper also hopes that the Conn. experiment will further encourage the apprec- 
iation of dramatic and literary masterpieces in the US. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES...The Confidential Clerk producer Heir» Sherek didn’t have too 


much trouble casting 


s US version, Rice,Post dis. .rvred. Ina Claire sent 


him a cable from San Francisco asking what she cvuld dv to help. She then took 
the script to Claude Rains. While Aline Maciiahsn simply called Sherek and 


asked for the role Of Mrs. Gugsard. 


‘t Pros & Cons by MK ' 


The Immoralist offers the dilemma 
of a beautifully acted,tastefully pro- 
duced stage version of the Gide classic 
that somehow lacks audience participat- 
ioneee The Girl on the Via Flaminia is 
a full blooded adaption of the Hayes 
war novel. Perfect casting and fine 
acting make production the best the 
Circle has yet done..eeBhe Confidential 
Clerk might be your dish of tea 
you settle for ingenious and often vague 
intellectual witticisms instead of live, 
interesting characters and plot. 


* "CD" Gift Coupon 
* ee ee ee aac 


CRITICAL DIGEST- weekly digests NYC’ 
show news,reviews, comments, Tickets, 
critics reports, Drama books,record, 
theatre on TV. Special summer features. 
Perfect gift for "stage-struck." $10 
year. 312.50 foreign. Theatre Review 
Reports- $1 back titles, 
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Eleven of Broadway's younger producers have forme. © =. group,called the Pro- 
Jucer's League , which is aimed at increasing touring prv.v.cations, Companies will 
be backed by the producers and managers of out of ‘om theatres. 4ll shows sent out 
will be coordinated when possible with the Theatre ‘:ild-snerican Theatre Society 
subscription series in 19 cities. 


Plays 


Billy Rose reprinted Atkinson,Times rave review of The Immoralist in display ads 
in the other dailies as a "public service"...In the Sumer House closed...The King 
& I leaves St, James March 20..eThe Girl in Pink Tights advanced its opening date to 
Fob 27eeeThe Pefasa Game,which will star Weber, Janis Paige and Eddie Foy, Jr 
ovens May LeseePlayhouse box-office held up and robbed of $160 in cash after the 
robber fired a single shot through the grille, 


People 


Rosalind Russell leaves Wonderful Town April 3 to make a Hollywood film, Two 
replacement rumors involve names of Carol Channing and Eve ArdeneseDavid Atkinson 
replaced David Brooks in The Girl in Pink Tigettes Francie Milsons a founder of 
Actors Equity,honored via memorial plaqua a e union's office.e.eCloris Leachmann 


has been added to cast of The King of Hearts, 
Other Br oadways 


Onslow Stevens was dismissed as lead of Houston,Texas,Playhouse The Country 
Girl for “excessive ad-libbing."..eFrank Fay has been such a big hit in the revi- 
val of Harvey on the west coast that he may play in it arain in NY this spring... 


Vivien Leigh} who broke her wrist during performence of °leeping Beauty in London , 
returned to role 4 days later, 


Theatre Book Notes 


“Blueprint for Summer Theatres 1954" will ho -ublished by John Effrat in June, 


and will be obtainable through 1.0 a:nounces his Library Publishers 
firm will publish John Murray Anderson's memoi:. uext fall 


TV & Radio Theatre Notes 


Diverse discussion groups appeared on \INBC TV at midnight Monday to Friday 
this week in a series of sponsored broadcast advertising Billy Rose's production 
of The Immoralist, Ben Grauer was moderator end the panels included Abe Burrows, 
Charles Boyer, Dr. 4. Stone, Richard Rodgers, Ilka Chase, John Crosby, Max Lerner, 
Milton Berle,Deems Taylor, Gypsy Rose Lee and Billy Rose, in person. 
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